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A drwing force

Relive the sacrifices of
volunteer drivers and

mechanics during the

Second Sino-Japanese
war in an exhibition

boon chan

media correspondent

hey left jobs, families and child-
ren to return to China during
the Second Sino-Japanese war
of 1937-1045 to work as driv-
ers and mechanics,

The story of these 3,200 volunteers
from Nanyang or South-east Asia is being
told in the exhibition, Nangiao Jigong: The
Extraordinary Story Of Nanyang Drivers
And Mechanics Who Returned To China
During The Sino-Japanese War.

None of those who volunteered were at
the exhibition launch, though - most of
them have died. But some of their children
were at the Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry auditorium.

One of them was civil servant Chen
Yong, 48, who flew in from Beijing. He
had co-authored a book, Goodbye Nan-
yang - Memories Of The Hainan Nangiao
Jigong Who Returned To Join The War Re-

sistance, on the volunteers’ experiences.  East China Sea, fell into Japanese hands,  was resp

His late father, Chen Bangxing, had Iheir job was to transport ammuni-  the volun
gone back to China from Singapore in tion, guns, bayonets, petrol, gunpowder He  de
1939 and ended up staying on after the and men from what was then Burma to  faced: *
war, His late uncle, Wang Suihe, was also  various destinations in China. returned
4 volunteer. Of the volunteers, one-third died in the 4 room tc

The younger Mr Chen remembered his  line of duty, one-third remained in China  were il I
father telling him: “In Nanyang, there and one-third returned to Nanyang. e die
was coffee to drink and butter to eat with The exhibition features more than 300 One o
bread, but we came back because we historical photographs  depicting  the  voluntees
loved our country.” fund-raising activities carried out m 93, who

The exhibition is presented by the South-east Asia, the men and women branch of
National Archives of Singapore, the State  who volunteered and their experiences on - sation, tl

Archives Administration of China and the  the road. He sai
yYunnan Provincial Archives. It is open to Woven into the pictorial narrative are ¢ hongqis

:j,-- public 1ill ‘ﬂ.znt'l:-w. oral accounts from the volunteers, to go, |t
! : agcount cames froan the late . nan-Bucy

their nat hina to sery driy- kchmcmm founder of Tai Hua “We -
eru a’nd whl ¢ mechanies during the Food Industries. He came to Singapore at  these vol
Sino-japancse War, age 21 in 1932 and worked as a chauffeur.  that il a
They plied the 1,146km Yunnan- In 1939, he led the first batch of B0 way on

Burma Road, a key supply route after Chi-  drivers and mechanics 1o return to China
na's castern seaboard, which hr:rdu'\ the  to fight the J.lpdllt‘“

e s R TR

#f;ﬁu#&: { ok B3R ) 2009 10 }%] 21 B s ik £ 4 e S 4

would re

Atter the war, he “UL
S g v, St
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the repatriation of
ith-east Asia.
¢ conditions  they
; years sinee we
@ had never entered
arters; only when we
in a hospital bed.”

v was ferried by the
 Mr Tan Chong Tee,
oined Force 136, a
World War 11 organi-
serations Executive

m 49 days to get to
ey were instrueted
are via the Yun

i e —— Ly
along the road by

rs. We had a saying
1 over on the high-
v ool e month, it
i only on the 15th,
gerous road, L owas
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